
Peoples from every land created and built the Dominion of Canada and forged a new kind of multicultural pluralistic nation and became a new 

kind of people.

The full story of the making of Canada extends through waves of migration and immigration to the present. Yet nowhere is there a museum 

devoted to telling this full story of the immigrants through our western portal.

We must establish a migration museum to tell this story. The Museum’s mission would be to advance and disseminate knowledge about the 

story of the making of our nation and to challenge visitors to reflect upon moral questions that are raised by that story as well as to take 

pride in it.



Canada is one of just a handful of nations in the world that has a set of laws that allows, if not promotes, immigration to its shores. Unlike 

many other countries that allow immigrants to resettle under very limited circumstances and then prescribe assimilation to a certain national 

identity - Canada is founded and defined by a belief that we are a nation of immigrants and natives, a belief in the value of the individual, 

and a belief in cultural tolerance.



Halifax, Nova Scotia,Canada

Pier 21 – Canada’s Eastern Portal
Pier 21 in Halifax has been a compelling symbol of immigration to Canada. It accurately depicts the tragedies and triumphs, struggles and 

successes of mainly European immigrants, and for the most part, Canadians, as a nation, look to Pier 21 to represent immigration in its most 

positive terms.



We describe it as the major - if not only - portal through which immigrants came to open up our lands that now form Canada. We frame the 

history of this nation in terms of westward movements of pioneers whose hard work and sacrifice built a strong and enduring foundation. Yet 

the history of immigration to Canada is far more richly layered, textured, and colourful and includes immigration through our western portals.



In early 2010, a dream to create a migration museum on the west coast of Canada to demonstrate the active role of immigrants in the 

formation of our nation. A conceptual feasibility development plan of the museum is now required.



This project would partner with other museums, historical societies, institutions of higher learning, cultural centres, and ethnic communities 

and will provide permanent and temporary exhibitions that foster an appreciation of our history; to assist in tracing family histories and 

individual life stories; and collections related to western migration.



Komagata Maru (1913)

Chinese Railway Workers(1884)

Our western portal is an amazing and complex place full of contradictions, paradoxes, new creations, and old memories. It continues to 

involve a variety of cultures as diverse as the reasons that brought them to Canada.

By preserving their varied experiences, our museum will be an invaluable resource to ensure and retain our heritage. 

Just as Pier 21 has become the symbol of predominately European migration, our west coast has also contributed strongly in the formation of 

our nation.



Moreover, a west coast museum will educate the nation’s youth about an often overlooked aspect of Canadian history and find a new 

understanding and appreciation of the cultural, social, and economic contributions of immigrants.



Buenos Aires, Argentina

Museo de la Inmigracion

Migration Museums cover human migration in the past, present and future. Nations have been creating such venues to facilitate the sharing 

of stories and experiences between generations.
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While these initiatives also serve the duty to remember, they seem to have three main objectives.



São Paulo, Brazil

Memorial do Imigrante
Acknowledge: The contributions made by migrants to their host societies; the diversity and wealth of the origin cultures and the right to a 

dual-belonging. 



Paris, France

Cité nationale de l'histoire de l'immigration

Include and Integrate: Foster the sense of belonging; enable the communities to feel an integral part of the nation; find common ground 

and contribute to a national identity.



Yehuda, Tel Aviv, Israel

Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center

Build awareness and educate: on the events that induced individuals to leave their land.



Upper New York Bay, United States

Migration museums also face common challenges - they are a venue for conservation and exhibition and are also a lively meeting place. The 

challenge is not so much to bring in the academics, researchers and historians, but also and above all, to educate and attract the general 

public.

So, what about our Pacific Canada Museum?



Our Vision

The Pacific Canada Heritage Centre (PCHC), 
through its research and outreach work at the 
Museum of Migration (MoM), will build a wider 
and improved understanding of Canada’s 
history and growth through intercultural 
explorations of historic and current trans-
Pacific immigration.



Our Mission

Establish and build the Pacific Canada Heritage 
Centre - Museum of Migration (MoM) at a site of 
historical significance for naturalized Canadians, who 
immigrated to this country through western portals, 
and their descendants, and create a supporting 
national research network for interdisciplinary and 
more inclusive interpretation of Canada’s history.



Lower Mainland Demographics From 2006 Census

• British Isles - 753,215 (35.9%)

• French - 138,145 (6.58%)

• Aboriginal - 59,110 (2.82%)

• European - 847,886 (38.34%)

• South, East, West and Southeast Asian - 833,575 (39.73%)

• Others - (17.69%)

• *Percentages total more than 100% due to multiple responses, e.g. German-East Indian, Norwegian-Irish-Polish

The PCHC – MoM project envisions a physical centre, iconically located at a site of historical relevance in the B.C. Lower 

Mainland.
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European immigrants travelling west

Overall, PCHC – MoM will broaden a sense of origin and affirm national values as part of the Canadian identity. It will focus on 

acknowledging the contributions of the First Nations peoples and their relationship to new immigrants by building a deeper understanding 

of our identity as Canadians. 



The Pacific Canada Heritage Centre will forge additional relationships with  academic institutions, universities, cultural centres and 

communities and will fulfill a mandate to preserve ethnocultural identities and history. 

Already, there has been substantial work done by communities, universities, museums, private collectors and other historical studies 

organizations to preserve and document the stories of these Pacific Canada communities. The Museum would offer all groups to tell the story 

of their journey to a new homeland.



Wallace B. Chung Collection

Original artifacts and documents, as well as digitized items, form parts of existing collections that can be accessed and borrowed by PCHC – 

MoM. One such example is the Wallace B. Chung and Madeleine H. Chung Collection (http://chung.library.ubc.ca), which contains more than 

25,000 rare and unique items related to the Canadian Pacific Railway, Immigration and Settlement and Early British Columbia History. The 

Chung Collection is currently housed at the UBC Library.



Multicultural Canada Digitization Project

The $900,000 Multicultural Canada digitization project http://multiculturalcanada.ca), created by Simon Fraser University and the 

University of British Columbia, is available as a resource to provide an online web portal and digital archive for various community-based 

projects on Canadian history. Other Community Historical Recognition Program (CHRP) funding has benefited the South Asian community. 

Its collections include materials that document the histories of Canada’s ethno-cultural communities. 

Together these initiatives and existing partnerships provide a solid foundation for building content for display and exhibition – both 

virtually and physically – at PCHC – MoM.



The PCHC – MoM must be located in the B.C. Lower Mainland, with the City of Vancouver as a likely destination with the convergence of 

current historical research studies and its emerging multicultural identity.

However, both the City of New Westminster (the old capital where many immigrants first arrived and settled in the last century) and the 

City of Richmond (where most of the immigrants who travelled by air since the mid-20th century would land at today’s Vancouver 

International Airport).



Canada’s Sesquicentennial – 2017

With the 150th anniversary of Canada coming up in 4 years’ time in 2017, and given the increasing recognition of Asia’s importance to 

Canada’s future and in the context of the Asia Pacific Gateway Initiative, the establishment of the Pacific Canada Heritage Centre - Museum of 

Migration is timely. Its creation would also be a historically significant milestone in marking the journey of 150 years that we have travelled 

together as a nation.




